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16th April 2020 

 

The Hon Dr Steven Miles, 

QLD Minister for Health 

Murrumba@parliament.qld.gov.au 

 

Dear Minister,  
 

Interstate and intrastate consistency around 10-person funeral attendee baseline 

 

On Tuesday, 7 April, 2020 The Australian Funeral Directors Association wrote to you 

(see attached) regarding lifting the number of people permitted to gather at a funeral.  

The purpose was to request that Queensland align with New South Wales, Victoria 

and Western Australia in limiting the number of people permitted to gather at a 

funeral to 10 excluding those necessary to carry out the funeral service.  
 

After much fanfare last week that there would be alignment with other states, 

Queensland has since changed the numbers of attendees by only one (the person to 

conduct the funeral), which does not align Queensland with New South Wales, 

Victoria and Western Australia.  This does not allow for the Celebrant or the 

minimum number of two funeral staff that may be required to lift and move the 

coffin, and in the case of a bariatric person, the number required for this task would 

be three to six.  
 

AFDA reiterates that this alignment provides clear guidance to families that the limit 

is 10 immediate family members plus funeral staff. A consistent number of family 

attendees for all Queenslanders is more equitable than a residual number of 10 less 

funeral staff and the celebrant. For families who live close to the New South Wales 

border and for funeral directors who operate across both borders, it is unfair and 

confusing for there to be two inconsistent approaches to the funeral attendee limit. 
 

All Queensland families should be able to have the same number of immediate family 

at a funeral. The limit of 10 should not alter depending on how many funeral staff are 

required or which side of the State border someone lives. 
 

Minister, AFDA urges you to alter the funeral attendee limit to 10 people excluding 

those necessary to carry out the funeral, in line with New South Wales, Victoria and 

Western Australia. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

    
Andrew Pinder     Dale Gilson 

National President    Chief Executive Officer 
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